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Prayers 
Without them, 
Nothing else 
Matters ! 
(Really) 


Renovation 
We need do-it-yourselfers, 


carpenters, plumbers 
and electricians 
to help with: 


Peace 
Dingman House: and 
All New Kitchen 


Fire Escape Justice 


hooks 

Lazarus House: for the 
New Roof Berrigan 
Fire Escape Pie 


Ligutti House: Library 
Fire Escape 


There is always some- 
thing to repair or fix with 


four old houses—bring 
your tools and pick a pro- 
ject! 
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Reque sting Volunteers 
your help... 


Individuals and work crews 
need for hospitality (serving 
food, clean-up), general house 
cleaning and / or maintenance. 
Inside and outside 


Pantry & 


Toiletries Over the 
Counter 

Cereal, Coffee Hera: Pads Bleach Medicines 
Canned Fruit Tampons Dish Soap Tylenol 
Vegetables Murphy’s Oil Ibuprofen 

Weane Disp. Razors Soa Multiol 

Soups & Stews Shaving Cream ewe aoe ee 
Sugar,Coffee & Shampoe Toilet Cleaners Pata 

imtments 


Creamer Body Lotion 
Juices & Milk Deodorant 
Cheese, Butter & | Toothbrushes 
Eggs Toothpaste 
Toilet Paper 


Paper Towels 
Brushes 
Sponges 


I 
$ Donations 
Cash donations are 
important to pay 
taxes, utilities, 
Think Christmas in July - supplies and 


The summer months are really lean ... 


SO give us a call and ask us what we need! 


regular maintenance. 
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The voice of the Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 


ere is no war like 3 square meals. 
s no war like a prevailing wind. It 


trouble the trouble with our state with 
té 0 state of siege -- wa 


Report from the European CW Gathering—page 1 
11 CWers Arrested at U of Notre Dame- pages 4 & 5 


Iowa Occupation Project Report—page 7 


Vids 


Dp. voice of the Des Moines Catholic Worker Community 


SPREADING THE SPIRIT 


You can’t kill the Spirit. 
She is like a Mountain 
Old and strong 


She goes on and on and on 
You can’t kill the Spirit. 


by Rosalie Riegle 


Singing these words over and over again, 
the 10th Annual European Catholic 
Worker Gathering began on Wednesday 
evening, May 16. We met at Haut um See, 
a beautiful youth camp near Dulmen, Ger- 
many, and the setting and facilities were 
perfect. Hosts from the German communi- 
ties told me they hoped to make it a perma- 
nent gathering spot with a “Sugar Creek 
feeling,” and even with the more organized 
style of our European colleagues, this gath- 
ering did have the Sugar Creek feeling, 
with warmth, camaraderie, great healthy 
food, lively argumentation, and singing 
late into the night. 

The place was lively with young chil- 
dren, also in the Sugar Creek tradition. 
We slept in small cabins, scattered over a 
wooded setting, heavy with blooming hy- 
drangeas and skirting a small lake. We 
gathered in a central building for work- 
shops, meals prepared, meetings, liturgy, 
and preparing meals in a well equipped 
kitchen. As in the States, each house 
brought food, with the bulk of the organiz- 
ing provided by the German communities, 
especially Christiane Danowski, who made 
a vegan curry “to die for” and one after- 
noon served hot rhubarb kuchen with 
whipped cream. 
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This year six visitors from the States 
were able to attend: Dagmar Hoxsie from 
Emmaus House in Yankton, South Dakota; 
Fr. Bill Bichsel (Bix) from Guadelupe 
House in Tacoma, Washington; Stanley 
Morrow from Loaves and Fishes in Duluth 
Minnesota; Peter Quillligan and Owen 
Casdi from the Cleveland, Ohio Catholic 
Worker, and me from Evanston, Illinois. 
Owen had been several months with the 
Jeannette Noel Haus in Amsterdam and 
traveled on to the Hamburg house after the 
gathering, as did Stanley. Dagmar and 
Peter visited relatives in Germany, Bix 
traveled to his old seminary in Frankfort 
and then on to Scotland where he joined 
the Dublin-London peace march as it made 
its way to the Faslane Trident base. I went 
on to Cologne and Stuttgart, Germany to 
interview nonviolent resisters for my new 
oral history and later met up with Bix 
again in Glasgow, where I interviewed 
several Ploughshares activists. 

European Catholic Workers came from 
the three CW houses and from Emmaus 
Community in Amsterdam; from Bread 
and Roses in Hamburg and Kana Soup 
Kitchen in Dortmund Germany, and from 
the London CW, which has a new farm 
with a 14" century farmhouse. Bas Mo- 
rell, Professor Andrea Tafferner of Muen- 
ster, and other friends of the CW joined the 
group for some of the gathering. On Fri- 
day, Andrea led a tour to the beautiful me- 
dieval town of Muenster, with its medieval 
and baroque churches, historic town hall 
and stunning cathedral, rebuilt after our 
bombs devastated it during World War II. 

The first night was “get acquainted eve- 
ning” with everyone dividing into groups 
and answering “getting to know you” 
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questions, before signing up for Affinity 
Groups. These affinity groups didn’t plan 
a resistance activity but instead worked 
kitchen duty together and took on one of 
the responsibilities for the gathering— 
Community Night, Cabaret Night, Liturgy, 
or Evaluation. Most of the workshops 
were on anarchism with Wibo from Am- 
sterdam offering Anarchy with Imperfect 
People, Anarchy and Economics, Anarchy 
in Sudan, and Anarchy and the Social Con- 
tract. Bas Moreel offered Anarchism and 
personalism, “of the practical CW kind, 
not the abstract Emmanuel Mournier 
kind,” and I offered Oral History and the 
Catholic Worker: A Practical Guide. 
Dietrich Gerstner of Hamburg offered a 
workshop on Nonviolent Communication 
using Rosenburg theories, and Claudia 
Larsen’s new movie on Dorothy Day, 
“Don’t Call Me a Saint,” was shown twice. 
Of course there was lots of free time for 
what’s most important at all CW gather- 
ings -- the informal sharing of lives and 
hopes and dreams. 

The weather was cold and rainy some of 
the time, but the sun came out late on the 
second day, matching the sunshine in our 
hearts. Some went swimming in the quiet 
lake, and Bernd Buscher even took the 
children out in a tiny rowboat, tipping over 
and dunking himself after landing the 
young ones safely on shore. I wish I’d 
been there at the end of the trip to snap that 
picture! 

During Community Night, spokesper- 
sons from each community offered five 
minute updates, sharing successes as well 
as pitfalls, and making us all aware of the 
great commonalities within the Worker. 
Singing around a bonfire masterminded by 
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Frits der Tuile occupied the third evening 
while a hilarious and moving Cabaret 
Night entertained us on Saturday with a 
prize almost as outlandish as “Football 
Mary” going to the Hamburg house. (The 
American’s skit might have been good if 
we hadn’t forgotten most of our lines and 
spent too much time laughing at our- 
selves.) 

Gospel reading, reflection, and Taize 
songs were offered each morning but the 
highlight of the gathering for me was the 
Sunday liturgy. Bix and Peter Quillligan 
began by playing two disciples fishing on 
the lake in the small rowboat while the 
“fishers of men” Gospel was read on 
shore. Then we all wrote special prayers 
on folded paper, tucked flowers inside the 
packets, and floated them on the lake. (My 
special intention was for the Jeannine 
Coallier Catholic Worker in Saginaw, 
Michigan.) Finally, we all went inside for 
our closing breakfast and singing and the 
sharing of Bread and Wine. “You can’t 
kill the Spirit.” (Photo by Rosalie Riegle) 


Annual Midwest CW Retreat 


This years annual Midwest CW 
Retreat at Sugar Creek will take 
place the weekend of Sept 14-16. 
The Dubuque and Rock Island CW 
communities are hosting the re- 


treat. For more info. contact Rick 
and Mary Moody-Mihm of the Du- 
buque CW community at 

(563) 584-9300 
mihmr@sasc-dbq.org 
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www.DesMoinesCatholicWorker.org 


Who We Are 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community, founded in 1976, is a 
response to the Gospel call to com- 
passionate action as summarized by 
the Catholic Worker tradition. We are 
committed to a simple, nonviolent 
life-style as we live and work among 
the poor. We directly serve others by 
opening the Dingman House as a day 
time drop-in center for those in need 
of food, clothing, toiletries, use of a 
phone, toilet, a shower or just a cup 
of coffee and conversation. We also 
engage in activities that foster social 
justice. 


Our mailing address is: 
P O Box 4551 
Des Moines IA 50305 


Houses & Community 


Bishop Dingman House 
1310 7" St St, DM IA 50314 
515 243-0765 


Residents: Mohamed Elkhandagawi, 
Bob Zellmer, Steve Steeples and 
Mike McHugh 


Msgr. Ligutti House 
1301 8" St, DM IA 50314 
515 280-1216 


Residents: Jackie Robinson, Ed 
Bloomer, Norman Searah, Bill and 
Jack and Jack Petsche 


Lazarus House 
1317 8" St DM IA 50314 
515 246-1499 


Residents: Carla, Julius, Joshua, 
Jordan Dawson & Irving Schroeder 


Phil Berrigan House 
713 Indiana Ave St, DM IA 50314 
515 282-4781 


Residents: Frank Cordaro, 
Jacob Olsen, Mike and Fran Fuller 


The Chiapas Project 


Chiapas Mexico 
Richard Flamer 


flamerrichard@hotmail.com 


Subscriptions 


FREE. To subscribe: mail, phone or 
e mail your name and address to 
frank.cordaro@gmail.com. Pub- 
lished four times yearly. All photos 
taken by DMCW members unless 
otherwise noted. 


Franz Jagerstatter declared Blessed! 
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Franz Jagerstatter Icon by Fr William Hart McNichols SJ 


We rejoice! The Church has granted official recognition to 
Franz Jagerstatter, a Catholic conscientious objector from Hitler's 
army, as a martyr for the faith, thus clearing the way for his beati- 
fication and eventual canonization. On June 1, Pope Benedict 
XVI approved a decree that attributed martyrdom to Jagerstatter, 
a husband and father of three who was beheaded on August 9, 
1943, for refusing any collaboration with the Nazis. 

A declaration of martyrdom enables a "Servant of God" to be 
beatified, or declared "Blessed" by the Church. The next step 
after beatification is canonization to Sainthood. 

Catholic peace groups including the Catholic Worker have long 
held up Jagerstatter as an example of a Catholic whose con- 
science forbade him to participate in war. 

Jagerstatter read and prayed over the Scriptures and the lives of 
the Saints, and his conscience was shaped and formed by his ac- 
tive participation in the sacramental life of the Church. He under- 
stood that he was a part of the Kingdom of God and that, as a 
Catholic, his allegiance was to his "Eternal Homeland" - not to 
"the Fatherland." 

Although advised by his parish priest and local bishop that his 
duty was to serve his country and preserve his own life for the 
sake of his family, Jagerstatter held firm to his belief that to coop- 
erate with the Nazis was to cooperate with evil, and so refused to 
join the military. Franz Jaégerstatter was a Catholic conscientious 
objector, before the Church even recognized conscientious objec- 
tion as a Catholic option. The witness of Franz Jagerstatter re- 
minds us of our duty of noncooperation with evil, and the crucial 
role that conscious plays in the lives of the faithful. 

We rejoice that Franz Jagerstatter will soon be called Blessed, 
and hope that this recognition will encourage US Catholics, espe- 
cially those in the military to look more deeply into where their 
allegiances lie. We recall the words of Father Jochmann, the 
chaplain to Jagerstatter while he was in prison: "I can say with 
certainty that this simple man is the only saint I have ever met in 
my lifetime." 


Come Join our 
two weekly 
peace vigils 

in the DM area: 


Wednesday 

4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
US Military En- 
trance Processing 
Station at 25th and 
University Ave, 
West Des Moines 


7 p.m. 


Thursday 
11:30 a.m. to 1 


p.m. 
Nollen Plaza, down 
town, Des Moines 


Weekly Monday Lectionary Bible Study 


At Berrigan CW House 
713 Indiana Ave. 
All are welcome! 

Call 282-4781 to confirm 


,DMIA 


The Ryans’ Report: 


We at the Catholic Worker 
have once again been blessed 
with two exceptional young men 
for the summer. The two Ryans, 
Ryan Caulfield and Ryan Merz, 
came to us voluntarily. Ryan 
Caulfield is a Norte Dame Sum- 
mer Service Learning Program 
person, and Ryan Merz is a Uni- 
versity of Iowa student who got 
arrested in Iowa Senator 
Grassley’s office in Cedar Rapids 
and volunteered to be with us 
after meeting Frank. 

Ryan C just completed his first 
year at Notre Dame is no stranger 
to service or working with the 
poor. He has worked at shelters 
in Benton Harbor, MI and the 
Twin Cities; he has seen poverty 
and hunger first hand, giving him 
advance knowledge of the Works 
of Mercy. He is a very hard 
working young man. He and the 
other Ryan are taking on the pro- 
ject of repainting the east and 
south sides of Dingman House 
(their idea). Ryan C is very dedi- 
cated to being here, always will- 
ing to pitch in and help, doing 
double shifts and still completing 
his required readings and writ- 
ings for his program. He joins 
the ranks of the wonderful Notre 
Dame Summer Service students 
we hosted for the past twelve 
years. 

Ryan Merz first visited us two 
weekends in April. After check- 
ing us out he expressed his desire 
to spend some of his Summer 
Vacation with us. His two week 


trial period convinced us that he 
would be a welcomed presence 
this summer. And I am so glad to 
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Ryan Merz, Jackie Robinson and Ryan Caulfield 


By Jackie Robinson 


tell you it has been a win-win 
situation for everyone. Ryan M 
just finished his sophomore year 
at the U of IA. Ryan M, just like 
Ryan C, is a very dedicated and 
hardworking young man. He 
works without complaint at what- 
ever needs doing from hauling 
vegetables from Norwalk to the 
basement of Trinity United Meth- 
odist Church, to helping and pre- 
paring lunch and dinner, to clean- 
ing out the gutters at Dingman 
House, (a task that may have 
been the cause of both Ryans’ 
recent bout with a very nasty 
stomach flu.) He has now taken a 
job working for Working Amer- 
ica, a political lobbying group, 
and will be splitting his time be- 
tween his job at Working Amer- 
ica and the CW. 
Remarkable is another word that 
comes to mind when describing 
these young men. Both Ryans 
came to us early this summer to 
complete their service time here 
and still have time left in their 
summer vacations for much 
needed rest and time with family 
before returning to school. Now 
I'd like to share what they have 
to say about their service thus far 
in their own words 

[Ryan Caulfield]. Hello, I am 
staying at the DMCW for eight 
weeks this summer, as a form of 
“service intern,” a service oppor- 
tunity I found through Notre 
Dame’s Center for Social Con- 
cerns. I have been here three 
weeks so far. I came expecting 

(continue on pg 6) 


ATHLETi ad 


John Tank playing saxophone and Fr Vishwas Bartholomew Dias of the Little Brothers of Jesus celebrating 
Friday Night Mass at Dingman House, June 8, 2007. Both visitors from NYC. 


Every Friday evening you are 


invited to Mass or Scripture Service at 


7:30 p. at Dingman House 
1310 7th Street, DM, IA 


All are welcome! 


Community News 


Hi, Everyone. I’m down to the 
last minute writing my article 
again. Sound familiar. I am a true 
believer that I write better under 
pressure. Thanks Frank for the 
pressure. Spring has finally ar- 
rived with a lot of rain. It seems 
we have had more rain this last 
month than we had before the 
flood of 93. In between all the 
rain I planted a small garden in 
the back of Lazarus house. I also 
have a small plot in my neighbor 
Kristen’s yard. Thanks Kristen. 
We were not able to use the land 
for the community garden this 
year. It has quite a few people 
upset, myself included. Now I 
know why we are not into bu- 
reaucracy. The owner of the land 
wanted us to jump through hoops 
just to be able to offer free fresh 
garden produce to our neighbors. 
We were not going for that, we 
had been using the land for the 
past five years without jumping 
through hoops. We live and 
learn. 

I would like to start out with a 
big thank you to all the churches 
and groups and individuals who 
gave time and money toward the 
purchase of our new refrigera- 
tor. Ron Routh was the lead in 
organizing our new frig project. 
He got our list of groups who 
bring dinner and he started call- 
ing them to ask for donations. 
Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart 
Church in Ankeny, Norwalk 
United Methodist Church, Cross- 
roads UCC, Christ the King 
Church and a whole bunch of 
other people donated toward the 
new fridge. The fridge arrived 
over spring break. I didn’t get to 
see it delivered, but I heard it 
took a tremendous effort on a lot 
of peoples’ parts to get it into the 
back door of Dingman House. 
Thanks again to all the people 
who donated to the purchase and 
to all the people who helped get- 
ting it into its spot. It is beautiful 
on the back porch. I would also 
like to thank a Parishioner from 
OLIH who donated money every 
month to help buy food to keep it 
filled. And to the J-walkers who 
also donated money. Thank you 
all for your outpouring of kind- 
ness. 

I am going to be brief on my 
updates from the community. 


Fran is still working at IPN; 
she has help now from Renee 
Espeland. As I write this article 
Fran is on the border of Mexico. 
She is down there working with 
deported people to make sure 
they have water and supplies. 
(See her article in the next issue 
of the v.p.). 

Mike is still working at Kum 
and Go. He is still looking for 
books and tapes to add to the 
Berrigan House Library. 

Frank has been spending a lot 
of time at demonstrations all 
over. He has been planning his 
appeals for his recent arrests. He 
is working hard to hold the gov- 
ernment’s feet to the coals about 
this illegal, immoral and unjust 
war. How many people have to 
die before they realize that its 
wrong? 

Jacob, bless his heart, has been 
working with Frank on the last 
two issues of the Via Pacis. He 
has shown great patience. He is 
now working three-fourths time 
at DMACC. He is saving up to 
go to school in the fall. 

Eddie has been going to both of 
the vigils in Des Moines. He had 
good news, the federal charges 
were dropped from the February 
action at Grassley’s office. It 
does pay to protest. He is still 
keeping the floors clean at Ding- 
man house. He is about to turn 
60 in a few days. Keep him in 
your prayers. Happy B-Day B. 

Bill is once again working on 
the party bus. He is now a back- 
up driver. He is now picking up 
our Tuesday produce for the 
CSA. Thank you Lori for con- 
tinuing to offer us this great gift. 
He spent a long weekend in 
Northeastern Iowa visiting his 
mom. Happy late birthday 
grandma Petsche! Bill is still the 
heath champ of the commu- 
nity. Keep on stepping . 

Jackie and I had a great time in 
Atlanta over spring break. Thank 
you to the Open Door Commu- 
nity and to Hannah and Jason for 
your great hospitality. I like to 
think of our vacation as a work- 
ing experience. We learned that 
slavery still exists, it is now state 
sponsored. We learned that the 
homeless in Iowa have less hos- 
tility to deal with than the folks 
in Atlanta .We also learned that 


Norman’s Whereabouts: 


Hello! Ever since I saw Al Gore’s movie, “An Inconvenient 
Truth” about global warming, I’ve been watching other movies 
about global warming, like Tom Brokaw’s, from TV movie on 
global warming and the global warming movie from NASA, 
the people that send people and other things into space. I’ve 
seen movies about global warming but they were mostly for 


entertainment. 


But I really want to see if the military has a movie on what 
war has contributed to global warming. I often think about our 
world at the same time I’m thinking about my own health, my 
body like everyone else does (or I guess everyone does)? And I 
wonder if war does damage to the earth, like people do only 
worse. And if it does, we need to change not some of us, but all 
of us and we need to talk, even if it means learning other lan- 
guages. Maybe we need to start by getting to know our 
neighbors, the people and animals who live around us, after all, 


it is their world too. 


In the movie The Day After Tomorrow, the Northern Hemi- 
sphere of the earth is covered with snow. I figure by the snow 
in the move it must be a new Ice Age, it covered most of all the 
industrial nations because they are in the north. But the inter- 
esting thing in the movie to me was when the president dies 
leaving the vice president in charge, he orders the evacuation 
of the USA and apologizes to the people in the Southern Hemi- 
sphere for all the wrong the USA did to t he people in South 


America. 


I find it an interesting thing if you were to look around, you 
would probably find a lot of people from other nations living in 


the USA. You don’t have to go to New York City. These peo- 


ple come to better their lives and I can’t blame them. Can you? 
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— By Carla Dawson, DMCW 


Special Visitors: Emily Sinnwell, former DMCW and her one year old son Emiliano returned to Iowa for 

the summer and recently visited the DMCW. She lives and works in Chiapas Mexico with Richard Flamer, 
another former DMCW and the Chiapas Project. (L to R, standing) Josh Dawson, Carla Dawson, Bob Zell- 
mer, Lies! Hohenshell, Ryan Merz and Norman Searah, (L to R, sitting) Jackie Robinson, Emiliano, Emily 


Sinnwell and Cecilia Guttierrez 


people with a mission do not 
need huge numbers to make a 
difference. We saw first hand 
how the light is much stronger 
than the darkness. Thank you all 
for your great gifts. We hope to 
be back soon. 

Bob is working full time again. 
He is still perfecting his culinary 
skills. He has branched out from 
ham gravy. He is going for a 
long weekend visit to see his 
family. He is still a mean bath- 
room cleaner. 

Steve continues to keep the 
basement clean and tidy. He is 
working a few days to get spend- 
ing money. He is also learning 
that living in community is a lot 
harder than living by yourself. 

Mike McHugh is still with us. 
He is looking forward to getting 
back to teaching in the fall. His 
near-death experience can be a 
lesson to us all. Its not what we 
say, it is what we do that we are 
judged by. Mohamed is taking 
the summer off from DMACC. 


— By Norman Search 


We need to share, like children in a sand box. In fact no matter 
how old we are, we’re still playing in the sand box called 
Earth. 

We do a lot of damage to the Earth, our human home, even 
though its done so much good for us and then we pass the mess 
on to the next generation and tell them that this will be theirs 
some day. And when they are old they can pass it on too. It 
seems to me we are passing on to the next generation our mess, 
things that they can’t get rid of like nuclear waste. 

We have to stop and figure out how to undo the wrong and 
correct it. Not later, but now because later might be too late. 
Because, in Al Gore’s movie they figure that the North Pole 
and the South Pole will melt in fifty years. I think theyll melt 
sooner and we are not ready to move into a man made bio- 
sphere into some kind of geodesic dome, city in glass. We all 
got to start to fix out human home and we can start by being 
honest to each other about the problem and work together by 
sharing. 

In my early years I received a book by Buckminster Fuller 
from a friend who knew Buckminster Fuller was one of the 
people I honored. He is known for inventing the Geodesic 
Dome, but he was much more. He had a lot of respect for hu- 
manity. He believed the world could be made to work for all 
people. I do too. But we must care for our home, the Earth. A 
lot of people some famous and some not so famous, have 
talked and written about the care of the Earth. If we are to pass 
it on then we should pass it on in better shape than it was 
passed on to us. 


I thank you always 


He is a very special presence in our 
community. He doesn’t have a lot 
to say, but what he says is very 
powerful. He lives his life as an 
example of what true humility is. 
We pray that his back will continue 
to heal. 

Josh turned 18 on the 6" of June. 
It is hard to believe that on June 9" 
I will have been a member of the 
DMCW for eighteen years. How 
time flies. I often look back and 
realize what a blessing the worker 
community has been to me and my 
sons. Josh is finishing up classes at 
Future Pathways and then will have 
his diploma. 

Jordan is looking forward to sum- 
mer break. He is trying to find a 
summer job (Any job). He is truly 
turning out fine. 

Julius is working for the DM Park 
and Recreation. He gets to be out- 
side which is a plus for him. He is 
also trying to decide what to do in 
the fall. 

Irving continues the battle of 
laundry. He is still canning and still 


keeps Lazarus house looking 
great. He seems to be slowing 
down, but not too much. He can 
still keep up with the boys. 

I have finished my first full time 
semester at Drake. I have a 3.3 
GPA. I was shooting for a 4.0 but 
am very happy with my grades. I 
also passed the Reading and Math 
portions of the PRAXIS, the fed- 
eral standards for teaching. I 
would like to thank Carol for her 
Math tutoring help. I would like to 
also think my mentor Yvonne, she 
has been a true blessing this last 
semester. 

I hope everyone will keep us in 
their prayers and we will do the 
same. We will continue to work 
for peace and justice in ourselves 
and in the world. May we continue 
to shine the light of sisterhood and 
brotherhood to each and everyone 
we meet. God bless you all, be- 
cause we know if not for blessings 
we would all be lost. 


PEACE, 


Invite: Swords into Plowshares: 
Christianity, Anarchism and the Principles 


of Peace Conference. 


When: August 10-11, 2007 


Where: Loras College, Dubuque IA 
Organizers: JesusRadicals.com and the 
Dubuque CW - Conf. Web Link: 


conference.jesusradicals.com 


Peace is more than the absence of war. 
It is more than temporarily restraining 
physical abuse and ending only human 
oppression. In this fifth annual conference, 
we will explore our struggle for peace in all 
of its forms from anarchist and Christian 
perspectives. 

Together, we will explore different facets 


of peacemaking — peace with creation, 


sharing. 


our neighbors and our enemies. In addition 
to sessions such as Practical Ecology, 
Contemporary Anarchism and The Prob- 
lem with Prisons, we will also have oppor- 
tunities for open discussion and skill- 


For more information contact: 
Eric Anglada , 
Ph: (563) 582-9079, 


E-mail pax48@excite.com, 


Hope CW, 
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Catholic Workers take on University of Notre Dame’s ROTC Program —11 arrested! 


Brain Terrell, Maloy CW about to be arrested by ND Security. 
Photo by Suzanne Sheridan 


CW’s Letter to 
Fr Jenkins, Pres. 
Univ of Notre Dame 


March 26, 2007, 
Feast of the Annunciation 


Fr. John Jenkins, C.S.C., President 
University of Notre Dame 
Notre Dame, IN 46556 


Dear Fr. Jenkins 

With great joy, we, a group of Mid- 
west Catholic Workers, celebrate the 
Feast of the Annunciation at the uni- 
versity of Our Lady, the Queen of 
Peace. Striving to emulate Mary’s 
humble fiat, we pledge ourselves to 
bear witness as disciples of her Son, 
the Prince of Peace. 

And so, with great sorrow, we 
gather today to decry the presence of 
ROTC on the campus of this Catholic 
university. We take our inspiration 
from St. Marcellus of Tangiers, 
whose relics lie in the high altar of 
the Basilica of the Sacred Heart. 
Upon converting to Christianity, 
Marcellus threw down his sword 
saying, “I am a soldier of Jesus 
Christ. It is not permissible for me to 
fight.” 

Rejecting the agenda of the empire 
of his time, Marcellus gave his alle- 
giance instead to Jesus, who com- 
manded his followers to love their 
enemies. By welcoming ROTC to 
teach war, Notre Dame and other 
Catholic universities risk betraying 
that defining mandate of Christian 
discipleship, pledging allegiance in- 
stead to the violent domination of 
empire in our own times. 

Instead of fostering a world where 
nations “study war no more,” ROTC 
institutionalizes the scientific study 
and practice of war-making. ROTC 
glorifies military service as the epit- 
ome of sacrifice, blinding students to 
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Jesus’ self-sacrificial love. He was 
crucified at the hands of soldiers who 
were just following orders. Today, 
the Iraqi people have been lifted up 
on the cross of war by American sol- 
diers, primarily Christian in name. 
Good soldiers follow orders; but, 
good Christians follow the Prince of 
Peace, who taught that you can’t love 
your enemies and kill them at the 
same time. 

We believe that Notre Dame has 
ceded its autonomy as a Catholic 
institution of higher education and 
compromised the values of its mis- 
sion by allowing the Department of 
Defense to exert financial and aca- 
demic control over the education of 
its ROTC students. We call upon 
Notre Dame, first, to reject military 
funding for ROTC. Secondly, we 
would like to see a more vigorous 
commitment to supporting those who 
wish to study peace. And finally, we 
urge Notre Dame to support gener- 
ously those who, in conscience, de- 
cide that they can no longer partici- 
pate in ROTC but wish to continue 
their education at Notre Dame. 

Our plea to you is emblematic of 
our hope to foster a broad-based dia- 
logue among Catholic institutions of 


higher education and within the} 


Catholic Church about ending all 
Catholic affiliation with ROTC and 
committing the rich intellectual re- 
sources of our ecclesial tradition in- 
stead to teach Christian non-violent 
love and the arts of peace. 


We ask Our Lady, Queen of Peace, } 


to pray for Notre Dame, the pre- 
eminent American Catholic univer- 
sity, that it might bear ever more 
faithful witness to Jesus Christ, her 
Son, the Prince of Peace. 


Sincerely, 

Brenna Cussen 
Representative, Midwest 
Workers, P.O. Box 4241 
South Bend, IN 46634 


Catholic 


Report Midwest CW 
Resistance Retreat 


By Brenna Cussen , So Bend 
CW 

On March 25-26, forty mem- 
bers of fifteen different Catho- 
lic Worker communities gath- 
ered in South Bend, Indiana, for 
the annual Midwest Catholic 
Worker retreat and direct ac- 
tion. This year’s goal was to 
challenge the Catholic Univer- 
sity of Notre Dame to speak 
more clearly for the peace that 
is based on the teaching of 
Christ and the apostles by re- 
moving ROTC and all other 
connections with the military 
from its campus and encourag- 
ing Notre Dame's ROTC stu- 
dents to become conscientious 
objectors to war. 

The event was the first of its 
kind at Notre Dame. Never 
before have Catholic Workers 
gathered at this preeminent 
Catholic university to offer a 
witness against militarism in 
the form of civil disobedience, 
and it was a great success. 

The demonstration took place 
on March 26, the Feast of the 
Annunciation, and began with 
Mass at Notre Dame’s Basilica. 
Some members of the group 
prayed at the relics of St. Mar- 
cellus, who, in 298, was exe- 
cuted for refusing to serve in 
the Roman Army, and whose 
bones are beneath the church’s 
altar. Others hung large banners 
around campus that displayed 
quotes from Scripture such as 
“Blessed Are the Peacemakers” 
and “They shall study war no 
more.” The group then gathered 
in front of the administration 
building — adorned with the 
“golden dome” and a statue of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary — and 
began to dramatize the actual 
trial transcript of St. Marcellus. 
a 
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ND students praying after CWers arrested at ND 
Administration building. Photo by Joe Taschetta 


Ben Jiminez, SJ, of the Cleve- 
land CW community, reenacted 
Marcellus’ declaration upon 
converting to Christianity as he 
threw down his sword: “I can- 
not serve in the armies of this 
world. I am a Christian.” 

During the course of the play, 
Notre Dame police escorted 
those Catholic Workers who 
refused to leave campus to the 
security building one-by-one 
(nine in all), to issue them tres- 
pass and (eventually) arrest 
citations. When the play was 
finished, Fr. Jim Murphy from 
the diocese of Madison, WI, 
read the letter that the Workers 
had written and had delivered 
to President John Jenkins, CSC, 
that morning: “ROTC institu- 
tionalizes the scientific study 
and practice of warfare. Good 
soldiers follow orders; but, 
good Christians follow the 
Prince of Peace, who taught 
that you can't love your ene- 
mies and kill them at the same 
time...We call upon Notre 
Dame to reject military funding 
for ROTC.” When Fr. Jim fin- 
ished reading the letter, despite 
intimidating threats by security, 
he, too, was led away and given 
a trespass citation. 

The ten who were given tres- 
pass citations, as well as 
George Artiaga of the St. Louis 
CW, who was arrested for 
hanging a banner from a war 
memorial and who spent the 
night in the county jail, are in- 
definitely banned from Notre 
Dame’s campus. Legal charges, 
however, have been dropped. 
Three others were given warn- 
ings for handing out leaflets on 
campus. 

Notre Dame students were 
stunned at campus security’s 
response, though those who 
participated in the action had 
been prepared for such a reac- 
tion. Inspired by what they wit- 


Forty-five people attend retreat. 


| List of people arrested for trespass, 


or given trespass: 
Frank Cordaro — DMCW, Roberta and Don 
Thurstin-Timmerman 63— Park Falls WI, 
formerly of Milwaukee CW, Brenna Cussen 
— South Bend CW, Brian Terrell — Maloy IA 
CW, Ed Bloomer — DMCW, Steve Jacobs — 
Columbia MO CW, Daniel Baker —Stockton 
CA — Released from US Military as a Catho- 
lic C.O. Feb 2007, Michael Walli — Duluth 
CW, Fr Jim Murphy of Portage WI did not 


nessed, about fifteen students in 
a follow-up email to the South 
Bend CW pledged to take up 
the issue of ROTC on campus 
next semester with renewed 
vigor and commitment. Fr. 
Jenkins responded to the Work- 
ers’ letter with disappointment 
in what he viewed a “violent 
intrusion onto the life of Notre 
Dame campus.” The South 
Bend CW requested a meeting 
with him, but was denied. 

The retreat came on the heels 
of a national Catholic Peace 
Fellowship conference, where 
three former soldiers who had 
since become conscientious 
objectors because of their 
Catholic faith delivered their 
testimonies. The whole week- 
end’s gathering took place at 
“Our Lady of the Road,” a 
drop-in center run by the South 
Bend CW, where folks who 
live on the street can get a 
shower, a cup of coffee, and do 
their laundry. 

At the beginning of the re- 
treat, issues of communication, 
distribution of decision-making, 
and power structure within the 
Midwest Catholic Worker gath- 
erings were raised. One Worker 
brought up the obvious gender 
imbalance reflected in the 
speakers and _ facilitators 
throughout the weekend. Her 
comments sparked a_ few 
changes in the day’s schedule 
that allowed for more local and 
more female leadership in the 
weekend’s events. The discus- 
sion revealed, however, that 
more work needs to be done in 
the future. The Catholic 
Worker, as a community, must 
inwardly reflect the change that 
it wishes to see in the world. 
Hopefully these issues can be 
thoughtfully and more thor- 
oughly addressed at the next 
annual fall retreat at Sugar 
Creek, IA. 


March 25-26 Midwest CW 


Resistance 


Fifteen CW communities 


represented at retreat: 
So Bend IN, 
land OH, DM IA, Maloy IA, Kalamazoo MI, 
Luck WI, KC MO, Columbia MO, St Louis 
MO, Winona MN, Duluth MN, Yankton SD, 
Marlboro NY 


Chicago IL, Akron OH, Cleve- 


aj intend to risk arrest. Was detained by UNI 


ND security and given trespass warning and 
released. John Heid, Duluth CW and Liz 
Fallon of So. Bend were given trespass warn- 
ings while leafleting and escorted off cam- 
pus. George Artiaga St Louis CW was ar- 
rested for hanging a banner that read 
“Blessed Are The Peace Makers” on the ND 
war memorial, spent the night in jail and was 
released the next day with charges dropped. 


Catholic Workers praying before the main altar of Sacred Heart Church on ND’s campus where the bones of St Marcellus are kept after 
11 a.m. Mass and before witness. Photo by Joe Taschetta 
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Aine Donovan - Akron OH CW and Fr Ben Jimenez SJ - Cleveland CW in dramatic] — 
reading of the St Marcellus Play at the bottom of the steps of the ND Administration| — 
building, just before Frank Cordaro - DMCW and Daniel Baker - Stockton CA , both| — 
holding a banner about to be arrested by ND Security. Daniel is a 20 year old Iraq War | 

Veteran who became a Conscientious Objector while on duty in Iraq.]| 
Photo by Suzanne Sheridan 
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By Frank Cordaro 

You should count yourself lucky you were- 
n't Irish and for peace marching in the Colo- 
J rado Spring’s St Patrick’s Day Parade. I was 
invited by the Colorado Springs Justice and 
Peace Commission to be on a panel to speak 
about the American tradition of civil disobe- 
dience and the need to nonviolently resist the 


CHRIST] Vs i Iraq war. The panel was scheduled for the 
VV — ‘| evening of Saturday, March 17 - St Patrick’s 
4 3 NOT a | =| Day. That morning I joined other local peace 


= = 


ai folks in the Colorado Springs annual St Pat- 
I rick’s Parade. 

I had no idea at the time our walk in the St 
Pats Parade would provide a great example 
of just why the American tradition of civil 
disobedience is so vital to maintaining our 
civil liberties and the right of free speech. 

We were part of the Bookman parade en- 
try, a local book store that paid its entry fee 
and was an accepted parade participant. The 
Bookman people are peace folks and they 
have been part of the parade the last couple 
of years. This year, as they did last year, 
folks marching with the Bookman mobile 
wore green T-shirts with the peace sign on 
the back and front. We also held peace ban- 
ners 

All went well until we fell in line with the 
other parade entries, one block into the 


Brenna Cussen - So Bend CW, Ed Bloomer - DMCW, Michael Walli - Du- 
luth CW and Don Timmerman former Milwaukee CW about to be arrested 
by ND Security. Photo by Suzanne Sheridan 


Invite to Annual Aug 6 to 9 Vigil at 
the gates of Offutt AFB 
The DM and Omaha CW Communities invite you to join us for 
our annual 3 1/2 day "shake and bake" vigil at the gates of Offutt Air 
Force Base, in Bellevue, NE. home of the Strategic Nuclear 
(StratCom) and the US Military Space Commands. 

Come stand, pray and do penance with us.. Bring a blanket, or 
foldeable chair, water jugs, ice chest, umbrellas for the sun or the rain 
and food to sustain. Just come and share your with us for a hope for 
peace as we commemorate the Anniversary of the USA atomic 
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan on Aug 6 and 9, 1945. 
Contemplate with us the work and mission of these god-awful Com- 
mands, the challenges they pose to all life on our planet and the de- 
monic claim the hold on the soul and spirit of our nation. 

This year's vigil begins Monday Aug 6th at 8 a.m. the hour the 
USA dropped the first atomic bomb on Hiroshima, at the Kinney gate 
and main entrance of Offutt AFB. The vigil ends Thursday Aug 9th 
at 11 a.m., the hour the USA dropped the second atomic bomb on Na- 
gasaki. 

The vigil will begin at 8 a.m. each day and last until 8 p.m. (12 
hours) to Thursday Aug 9th. On Aug 9th the vigil concludes with a 
prayer circle and possible line crossing at 11 a.m. Over night hospi- 
tality is available upon request starting Sunday evening Aug Sth. Call 
and let us know you are coming. Expect floor space, so bring your 
own bed roll. If you need a bed, you really need to contact us to in- 
sure we find one for you. 

Everyone is welcome, especially those in the Omaha area! Come 
for an hour or for the whole three days. 
Contacts: 
Frank Cordaro, DMCW, 


St Pat’s Day Parade, Colorado Springs - 
Turns Violent! 


| Frank Cordaro, DMCW in head lock and pain 
March 17, St Patrick’s Day Parade. 


: Ly "et aed i i 
man, March 17, St Patrick’s Day Parade. Photo by Mark Lewis _ 


hold by Colorado Spring’s policeman, 
Photo by Mark Lewis 


parade. We were greeted by a man who iden- 
tified himself as a parade organizer who told 
us we were not a legitimate parade entry. The 
police were immediately called into the fray. 
And before any clarity and due process was 
afforded us, 45 Bookman bookstore marchers 
were thrown off the parade route - some of 
us literally. When I saw the police dragging 
65 year old Liz Fineron across the cement 
street, I knew I had to sit down where I was 
at on the street and risk arrest also. Moments 
later I was placed in a head lock, pain hold, 
taken off the parade route, hand cuffed and 
placed in a police car. In the end, seven of us 
were arrested, cited with failing to desist or 
disperse and released. 

They say a picture is worth a thousand 
words. This is certainly true in the documen- 
tation of both photos and videos that were 
taken that day of the police brutality that has 
since been made public. It is this documenta- 
tion we believe, that will make our defense 
winnable. 

Originally charged with failure to disperse, 
the seven protesters learned during their 
April 11th arraignment that the city attorney 
instead will charge them with “obstructing 
passage or assembly.” The trial date is set 
for July 20" at the County Court House in 
Colorado Springs. 
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To see photo and video documentation of the St Patrick’s Day 
Parade, plus all the news coverage afterwards go to this web link 
http://csaction.org/StPatsDay/3 1707.html 


Ph (515) 282 4781, E-mail frank.cordaro@gmail.com 
Jerry Ebner, Omaha CW, 
Ph (402) 502 5887, E-mail omahacw@hotmail.com 
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Blessed With A Taste: Reflections from the Margin 


Lies! and Rita Hohenshell, Oct 2006 National CW Gathering 


by Lies! Hohenshell 


I'm a second-generation "friend" 
of the Catholic Worker, intro- 
duced to the movement initially 
by my mother. During brakes 
from university, I attended Friday 
night masses and helped with 
food dishes prepared for hospital- 
ity meals. After a recent move 
back to Iowa, perhaps predicting 
the state I'd arrive in, Frank in- 
vited me to spend time again at 
the Des Moines Catholic Worker. 
I was spiritually broken, emotion- 
ally battered, disillusioned and 
disenchanted. How could we keep 
moving through our schedule- 
packed daily routines in the midst 
of a horrid war for which people 
are suffering and dying, while the 
oceans are rising? Having led a 
compartmentalized life focused 
on education and career, I felt a 
need to re-channel this life energy 
into efforts that made better sense 
for the world. 

When I first returned, a Worker, 
as good friends do, felt my tears 
on her shoulder, listened to my 
woes and said, "Don't worry 
honey, you just need to get over 
yourself. And you will." And I 
did, with the help of the entire 
Catholic Worker Community and 
the Grace that appears through 
service to one another. Frank 
might not have realized that by 
asking for this contribution to the 
VP, I would try to distill a life 
affirming experience into 1,000 
words or less. I acquiesced, be- 
cause often times 'Father’ Knows 
Best and the opportunity for re- 
flection has been most rewarding. 
Albeit, there is a caveat because 
words for me are like photo- 
graphs, as with an attempt to cap- 
ture the experience, it is inevita- 


bly limited and thus, is never a 
complete representation. As a 
researcher by training, I  fre- 
quently thought it would be inter- 
esting to study and write about 
my time here, yet I feared how the 
view through this lens might be 
misused. In a word, I saw empow- 
erment in the people of the com- 
munity. 

Fueled by a moral imperative, I 
had a strong desire to resist the 
Iraq war via a small-scale de- 
funding policy, working just un- 
der the taxable level of income for 
at least one year. With that I was 
to follow in the footsteps of many 
Catholic Workers, who have been 
actively resisting unjust govern- 
mental practices in this way for 
decades. A few of our guests also 
choose to reject systemic con- 
straints, living off the grid, as well 
as rent and property free. Some 
camp in tents, one has a generator 
to stay the winter chill. Another, 
now a Worker, built a small home 
out of bartered, material extras, 
complete with power from a solar 
panel. There is an endearing sense 
of pride emitted through their life 
stories. 

Though I lived on the margins, 
in my mother's house outside the 
community, I never felt marginal- 
ized. By attending weekly meet- 
ings and taking hospitality shifts, 
I was able to realize that non- 
violent community living has no 
celestial monopoly on_ peace. 
Community members face the 
same challenges of group interac- 
tion as those in the outside world; 
getting on well together is not 
easy with all our idiosyncrasies 
and personalities. It is much like 
familial life with similar benefits, 
as conflict might actually be con- 
sidered the manifestation of a 


benevolent force, calling us to 
question and learn more about 
one another, our environment, and 
ourselves. Tough love pushes us, 
and in entertaining it on some 
level, we are compelled to change 
and grow. Working for peace 
when future conflict appears in- 
evitable seems futile to some, yet 
this is the community's most im- 
portant work on all fronts. As 
with what Brian Terrell explained 
a few weeks ago, during the 
weekly vigils for peace what we 
are actually demonstrating is our 
hope. 

In meetings, I saw how rugged 
individualism is replaced with 
group consensus, how this is actu- 
ally achieved and understood, in 
absence of a formal vote, and how 
much this depends on being open 
to the notion of collective wis- 
dom. Race and gender are recog- 
nized and discussed as issues be- 
cause they are, and this recogni- 
tion helps us entertain Peter 
Maurin's philosophy for clarifica- 
tion of thought, exploring 1) why 
things are the way they are, 2) 
how they should be, and 3) the 
path(s) to progress. Perceptions of 
the young men in the community 
are heard, and we contemplate 
ways we might better express 
value for the strong wills of our 
youth. These folks are our next 
generation. 

On shift one day after several 
months, I was organizing a utility 
drawer in the kitchen when a 
guest, taking a break from a game 
of dice, peeked in the kitchen to 
see what I was doing. "Oh, there 
you are, organizing again." Sur- 
prised by the comment, "What do 
you mean?" I asked. "You're or- 
ganizing, that's just what you do." 
By acknowledging a component 


of who I am, he breathed an 
overwhelming sense of dignity 
into my life. Truth be told, we'd 
still be able to find the beloved 
sharpie for dating the leftovers, 
whether it was separated from 
the pens, or not. 

Another poignant lesson I 
learned was how to non- 
violently combat fear in "the 
hood". Run. This was actually 
realized by default, as I've yet to 
experience fright here. Wimp as 
I am, after shift on a cold winter 
evening, I was running through 
the alley to my car when the con- 
versation of a group of people in 
my peripheral view heated up. I 
slowed to eavesdrop and caught, 
"what's she running for...you 
OK?" I smiled sheepishly and 
yelled back, "Yah, I'm just 
freezin'," feeling most embar- 
rassed as my actions had implied 
there was some danger. The 
moral here is that one is more 
likely to be assisted than shot. It 
follows that if you can't run, then 
fall because someone watching 
you is more likely to pick you up 
than rob you. People who live 
here and visit know this: Human- 
ity is in the hood. Visitors also 
experience the blessing of the 
greeting when they arrive. I've not 
felt more welcomed, regularly in 
any other place on earth, even 
though I'm usually late. 

The science and sustainability 
I've witnessed in action at the CW 
houses must already be enough 
for a book. Outside one beautiful 
spring day, a man was admiring 
my (female's) use of a Zippo 
lighter, having his own for over 
10 years. He never purchases ma- 
terial for refills, but rather uses 
the flint and fuel from discarded 
Bic lighters, recycling what 
would have been landfill. He 
taught me how to replace the flint, 
and it's worked brilliantly ever 
since. 

I am equally amazed by the 
ways in which people make con- 
nections. The more connected we 
feel, the more peace we realize. 
Listening is an essential act, for 
connecting and for learning, not 
only how to's, but also things to 
avoid. Having heard the story of 
one guest's mistake, I'll surely not 
buy mushroom 'seeds' over the 
internet. There are also stories of 
the not-so-fun lessons learned 
during prison life, the inevitable 
knowledge gained, quickly, from 
doing hard time, wisdom about 
human nature and survival in 
forced institutionalization, the 
kind of knowledge we all hope to 
be without. 

We've had fun learning together 
too, sharing dance moves with a 


little Worker, as you might guess 
there's a bit more hip and foot 
action in the moves today com- 
pared to the 80s. Singing and 
dancing occurs daily in the Ding- 
man House kitchen, though the 
particular evenings for belly danc- 
ing behind closed shades of the 
Ligutti house remain preciously 
guarded secrets. There is variety 
in unique humor types, and most 
of the jokes are actually pretty 
funny. 

Workers are self-regulated aca- 
demics, better read than I. The 
library at the Berrigan house is a 
must see, packed with must-reads. 
At the National Conference in 
October, I was stunned by the 
breadth of the CW movement. I 
love that the three prongs cult 
(worship), culture (community), 
and cultivation (agriculture) begin 
with the dirty little word cult most 
people balk at. Coincidently, it is 
this that people ask if I've joined 
when I try to explain the past 
year. 

Food preparation is taken very 
seriously, it is not enough to feed 
many people; it is about feeding 
all the people well. I've studied 
our experts’ large-scale food pro- 
duction, though I'll never be able 
to replicate their quality. How do 
you know which spices to use and 
how much to add (without using 
measuring cups)? The answers 
still elude me. 

I have been hungry, but I have 
never known hunger. After being 
fed up enough to be underfed, I 
joined in a 19 day fast with 
Voices for Creative Nonviolence 
activists in Chicago, "For the 
Love of Peace" to end military 
and economic warfare in Iraq. 
Advised and supported by Work- 
ers who've fasted numerous times, 
I'm just a little closer now to feel- 
ing what it means to live in soli- 
darity with the poor. 

A friend once asked what it 
means to live simply so that oth- 
ers may simply live. I gave a 
rather trite explanation, though 
these experiences and those on a 
CW farm in Dubuque arm me 
with much richer examples. My 
empathy for the poor has been 
transformed to a sense of comrad- 
ery. In short, the CW does much 
more than nourish the body with 
sustenance; these communities 
nourish our souls as we partici- 
pate together in actions within the 
three prongs, all of which are big- 
ger than ourselves. We're all try- 
ing to do better, on our own ways, 
and I am grateful to have been 
blessed with a taste of it. 


(continued from pg 1) 
an intimate and hands-on experience of 
hospitality serving the poor and needy, and 
that is exactly what I have found Though 
to my surprise, it seems the most diverse 
folks are not the homeless but the Catholic 
Workers! 

I especially love the way the Worker 
serves others. Everyone who comes in for 
hospitality is treated with respect, as wit- 
nessed by the name of “guest” they are 
given, and many are greeted by name. So 
far I have gotten to know a number of the 
guests, and I am meeting more of them 
every day. I have heard many stories 
about their lives, and have even learned 
games from them as well. I now have a 
favorite dice game, Ten-Thousand, and 
know a new card game, Casino. I even 
have Cribbage matches set up for Sunday 


afternoons. The dining room is like a 
comfy home, filled with joy and laughter; 
one big family. 

From morning till night the Catholic 
Workers never cease to surprise me. I am 
learning new, probably controversial, 
methods of cooking, how to wash massive 
amounts of dishes, and even how to jug- 
gle. More than these skills, the Workers 
have a wealth of knowledge, from cultural 
to political to scriptural. I have been en- 
joying myself so far, and look forward to 
an exciting rest of the summer, as it always 
is here at the Catholic Worker House. 

[Ryan Merz] Greetings. I came to the 
DMCW after a_ peace-activism-filled 
sophomore year and since then, I have 
learned a great deal about this, above all 
other things, community. 

The DMCW is a community first and 


foremost because they look out for fellow 
members. This is apparent through the 
simple things. For example, when Ryan 
and I were sick (we had contracted a nasty 
flu bug that left us prostrate in our beds) 
we received check up visits with frequency 
that would make a world class nursing 
staff green with envy. 

Beyond being simply a community, the 
DMCW is truly unique. I have never lived 
in a situation where such a diverse group 
of people devoted such a large part of their 
lives to such a noteworthy cause. They 
literally live in the service they provide 
through their residence in one of the four 
houses, and this has created a community I 
never would have imagined possible. It 
seems to defy what our contemporary soci- 
ety would have you believe about the 
“facts of life.’ You no longer need to 


work to make money; you only have to 
work to make a better world. Since this is 
the only type of work I am concerned with, 
you can imagine what a breath of fresh air 
my time here has been. 

Working here has, and continues to be a 
unique and treasured experience. It is hard 
to think of a better way to spend the sum- 
mer. Whether it is serving a meal, playing 
dice with James, or practicing my Spanish 
with Sergei, each day has the feeling of 
bringing me closer to the world I want to 
live in. 

In closing, I need to say again how truly 
blessed each and every one of us is and 
will continue to be after having had this 
opportunity to live and work with “our two 
Ryans.” May God continue to bless you 
both in all you choose todo. JR 
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The Cedar Rapids 11 plus Kathy Kelly from Vocies for Creative 


(L to R) Seated: David Goodner, Justin Riley, Frank Cordaro, Conor Murphy. Standing: 
Kathy Kelly (witness), Megan Felt, Andrew Alemao, Joshua Casteel, Mary Wolfe (attorney 
for the defendants), Rosemary Persaud, John Paul Hornbeck, Ryan Merz, Timothy 
Gauger : Photo by Mauro Heck 


By Frank Cordaro 

Since the February 26 occupa- 
tions of Senator Grassley’s 
Des Moines and Cedar Rapids 
offices the Iowa Occupation 
Project energies have focused 
on court appearances and 
trials. 


The Cedar Rapids 11 tried, 
found guilty and await 
sentencing: 


The trial for the Cedar Rap- 
ids 11 was held at the Linn 
County Court House in Cedar 
Rapids on Wednesday, April 
25. The “CR11”, are eleven 
people who were arrested on 
February 26, 2007, for crimi- 
nal trespassing for refusing to 
leave US Senator Charles 
Grassley's Cedar Rapids of- 
fice. 

A public program was held 
the night before in Iowa City 
where Kathy Kelly from the 
Voices for Creative Non- 
Violence, was the keynote 
speaker along with Brian Ter- 
rell, State Coordinator for the 
Occupation Project. All 11 
defendants got to speak, each 
giving moving testimony as to 
why they occupied Senator 
Grassley’s Office. 

The trial the following day 
was moved to a larger court- 
room when it became clear 
that the crowd of about forty 
supporters of the defendants 
would not fit in the room origi- 
nally assigned. The trial was a 
bench trial heard by Magistrate 
Judge Jill Ableidinger, with no 
jury. 

As previously arraigned be- 
tween Mary Wolfe, the attor- 
ney for the defendants and the 
Linn County prosecutor, the 
defendants agreed not to con- 
test any of the facts, wishing 
instead to rest their defense on 
the justification clause in the 
Iowa trespass law. The Linn 
County prosecutor called three 
witnesses including a federal 
marshal who was working in 
the Federal Building that day 
and two police officers who 
participated in the arrests. All 
three officers described the 
defendants as polite, peace- 
able. 

Three witnesses also testified 
on behalf of the eleven defen- 
dants. I was the first witness 
called by the defense. I at- 


tempted to clarify for the court 
that the eleven of us were not 
"protesters" on that day (as 
they had been described by the 
officers involved) but were 
acting as responsible citizens 
actively participating in de- 
mocracy. I explained there was 
an urgent need to make sure 
the senator knew that his ac- 
tions had strong sway over 
whether more or fewer people 
would immediately die in the 
immoral, unjust and illegal US 
led war in Iraq. When asked 
why I believed it reasonable to 
expect to be able to communi- 
cate with the Senator, I told 
the court that I and others had 
been able to speak with other 
legislators on the phone by 
visiting their Iowa offices. 
Besides, I added the Senator's 
"job" and/or legal obligation 
was to hear from and represent 
his constituents. 

Our second witness was 
Kathy Kelly founder Voices 
for Creative Non-Violence. 
VCNV is also the sponsor of 
the Occupation Project in 
which citizens throughout the 
country are visiting and occu- 
pying legislative offices to 
urge their legislators to end the 
war. Kelly described how the 
lives and the security of mil- 
lions in Iraq and the United 
States were increasingly jeop- 
ardized by the continuation of 
the war. She also explained 
how economic assault, particu- 
larly on the poor, in both na- 
tions was increasing exponen- 
tially and any remaining sparse 
funds for humanitarian needs 
were disappearing altogether. 

Especially affecting  testi- 
mony came from Josh Casteel 
who was also a defendant. 
Casteel explained he sincerely 
believed that Grassley would 
hear from the group because of 
his long association with the 
Senator. Senator Grassley was 
Casteel's sponsor when Casteel 
was accepted to the West Point 
Military Academy. Casteel 
testified that while in the US 
military he had been assigned 
as an interrogator at Abu Gra- 
hib prison. He described how 
US interrogators were  in- 
structed to smash the hands of 
prisoners with hammers and 
induce life-threatening levels 
of hypothermia in prisoners 
during interrogations. Casteel 


said it was apparent that the 
torture was inflicted on some 
detainees who were clearly 
guilty of nothing more than 
being Arabs. Casteel said he 
believed that the Senator 
would want to hear from him 
regarding what he [Casteel] 
had seen because "without his 
[Grassley's] approval, what 
happened to me would never 
have happened." 

Following Casteel's _ testi- 
mony, the defense rested, and 
Judge Ableidinger announced 
she would rule on the case at a 
later date. 

Three weeks later Judge 
Ableidinger made her ruling 
and declared the CR11 guilty 
of trespass stating in her writ- 
ten statement, "While wanting 
to end the further loss of lives 
is a goal of the utmost impor- 
tance, the Court does not find 
that this goal amounts to justi- 
fication for the Defendants' 
actions given the completely 
speculative nature of the out- 
come in this case." Regrettably 
the Judge did not take in ac- 
count the illegality of the Iraq 
war, which was presented as 
part of our justification de- 
fense. Sentencing is set for 
July 6 at 9 a.m. in Linn County 
District Associate Court in 
Cedar Rapids, IA. 


The Des Moines 7 originally 
faced double charges in State 
and Federal Courts: 


The seven peace activists 
who occupied Senator Gras- 
sely’s DM Office on February 
26" and got arrested, were 
originally facing two separate 
charges, one in the state courts 
and one in the federal courts. 
(It does not seem fair but than 
a lot of things aren’t fair or 
even just in our so called jus- 
tice system.) A week before 
they were to appear in Federal 
Court their federal charges 
were dropped. 

The State Charges are still 
pending. At their first hearing 
two of the DM 7, Chris Gaunt 
and Ed Bloomer plead guilty 
to the trespass charges and 
were fined. The other five 
plead not guilty. They asked 
for a jury trial and are sched- 
uled to go to trial on Monday 
July 9 at the Polk County 
Court House in Des Moines. 


alti 


The DM 7 at May 21 Planning Meeting at AFSC in DM 


(LtoR) Brian Terrell, Chris Gaunt, Ed Bloomer, Kathleen McQuillen, 
Elton Davis, Dixie Webb and Chet Quinn. 


From the Court Room back to the Congressional 
Offices — Stage II, the Summer Campaign of the 
Iowa Occupation Project: 


Thursday July 5 — Iowa City 
Nonviolence Training lead by Jeff Leys Co-Coordinator of Voices for Crea- 
tive Nonviolence, sponsors of the National Occupation Project and action plan- 
ning session for all those risking arrest at Senators Grasselly and Harkin's Ce- 
dar Rapids Offices Time: 4 p.m. Place: Peace Center Iowa , Downstairs 
Common Room, Old Brick Community, Center 26 E. Market St., Iowa City, IA 


Public Program with the CR11, and guest speaker Jeff Leys on the National 
Occupation Project. Time: 7 p.m. Place: Peace Center lowa 


Friday July 6 — Cedar Rapids 
Sentencing of CR 11 at 9 a.m. at the Linn Co. Court House in Cedar Rapids 


Post Sentencing Rally and Visits to Grassley and Harkin’s CR Offices 
After sentencing and lunch, a rally and send off for people to visit Senators 
Grassley and Harkin’s CR Offices demanding no more funding of the Iraq War. 
We’ll visit both Iowa Senators offices in Cedar Rapids since both recently 
voted for the continued funding of war without an exit plan. We expect these 
visitations may last the rest of the day and lead to possible arrest for some. 
Anyone who is considering risking arrest must attend the nonviolence training 
session the night before in Iowa City. 


Monday July 9— Des Moines 
Trial of five DM peace activists charged with trespassing for last Feb 26 at 9 
a.m. at the Polk County Court House in DM. First day begins with Jury Selec- 
tion. Sally Frank, the attorney for the DM peace activist expects the trial will 
last three days. People are encouraged to attend as much as they can during its 
run. 


Public Program with the five DM Defendants and guest speaker Jeff Leys 
from VCNV. Time: 7 p.m. Place: Chet Quinn’s Fire Station, 1041 8" St. DM 


For more information contact: 


In Des Moines In Iowa City 


Brian Terrell David Goodner, 

Catholic Peace Ministry Eastern IA Organizer 

E-mail E-mail 
<Terrellcpm@yahoo.com> <david-goodner@uiowa.edu> 
Phone Phone 


515-255-8114 319-325-6751 


JOIN THE PENALTY SHARING COMMUNITY 
And provide help in paying penalties for: 


*Persons conscientiously opposed to the payment of taxes for war; 
*Costs incurred from acts of nonviolent direct action or civil disobedience. 


Iowa Peace Network maintains a list of persons who have made a commit- 
ment to the Penalty Sharing Community (PSC) to share in the penalties as- 
sessed to individuals who have chosen to resist war taxes or have participated 
in civil disobedience or nonviolent direct action. Each time a request for help 
is made, it is passed on to the PSC list. There are currently 75 families in the 


PSC. 

Recent direct actions by Iowa activist have increased financial liabilities from 
court costs and fines on individual peace makers. The PSC is meant to help 
spread that liability out into the larger peace community. 


If you are interesting in joining this effort contact: 
Renee Espeland or Fran Fuller 
Iowa Peace Network 

Ph 515-255-7114 


www.iowapeacenetwork.org 
E-mail info@iowapeacenetwork.org 


